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S E S S I O N  1 3  
I Am the Resurrection 

Jesus is sovereign over all creation. 

JOHN 11:32-46  
MEMORY VERSE: JOHN 11:25 

FIRST THOUGHTS 

Some funerals are different than others. Services for deceased who were not believers seem to have a sense of 
finality. In contrast, while Christian families grieve, they know they will see their loved ones again. Faith in the 
resurrected Christ and His promise of eternal life comforts them. The funeral of a believer is not a final goodbye 
but a temporary farewell until they meet again, where sadness will melt into joy. 

(In PSG, p. 118) What is the most memorable funeral service you have ever attended? Explain. 

UNDERSTAND THE CONTEXT 

JOHN 11:1-57 
Having received word that His friend, Lazarus, was sick, Jesus deliberately delayed going to him. In fact, He 
waited until Lazarus was dead so Lazarus’s family and the people around Bethany could witness His power and 
glorify the Father. At first, Jesus’s disciples tried to dissuade Him from going near Jerusalem at all since the Jews 
there wanted to kill Him. Thomas courageously urged his companions to go along, even if it meant dying with 
Jesus. Thomas would rather die with Jesus than live without Him. 

Once in Bethany, Jesus was met by Lazarus’s sisters. Martha came first, then called for Mary. Each sister 
expressed regret over Jesus’s delay. They knew if He had been present, their brother would not have died. Jesus 
timed His delay, in part, to challenge them to greater faith. He spoke specifically to Martha twice—once to 
encourage her faith in Him as the resurrection and the life and, later, to remind her that she was going to see  
God’s power.  

As the final days before Jesus’s crucifixion and resurrection arrived, events solidified the Jewish leaders’ 
determination to destroy Jesus. One of the more powerful influences involved Jesus raising Lazarus from the dead. 
Raising a man who had been dead four days caused many in and around the capital to believe in Jesus. 
Consequently, the priests and leaders of the Sanhedrin determined to kill Lazarus as well.  

During the Sanhedrin’s conference about what to do, Caiaphas spoke up to defend their plans. He declared that 
it was more expedient for one man to die than for the entire nation to perish. Caiaphas was speaking in terms of 
political expedience and missed the irony of the religious leaders’ conspiracy. More importantly, he did not 
comprehend that as High Priest, the Holy Spirit spoke a prophecy through him that defined the meaning behind 
Jesus’s death. Jesus would indeed die for others—not just for the nation of Israel but for the whole world. 

 

 



© 2022 Lifeway. Reproduction or redistribution is prohibited without the express written consent of Lifeway 
Christian Resources, 200 Powell Place, Suite 100, Brentwood, TN 37027-7707. 

EXPLORE THE TEXT 

WEPT (JOHN 11:32-37) 

Verse 32 
32 When Mary reached the place where Jesus was and saw him, she fell at his feet and said, “Lord, if you had 
been here, my brother would not have died.” 
 
Grief expresses the pain of loss in many ways. Some people are assertive, like Martha. She confronted Jesus as He 
approached Bethany and believed Lazarus’s death could have been prevented if Jesus had come when He first 
heard Lazarus was ill. Nevertheless, she expressed faith that Jesus could ask the Father to do something about  
it (John 11:22).  

Others grieve more quietly. While Martha took the initiative to meet Jesus, her sister, Mary, remained in their 
home. When Martha told Mary that Jesus was calling for her, Mary reached the place where Jesus was. She 
expressed her grief differently, but it was no less intense than what Martha felt.  

When Mary got to Jesus, she fell at His feet. Modern cultures may have difficulty relating to this custom, but it 
demonstrated Mary’s helpless grief as well as her loving submission. I witnessed a similar scene during the 
funeral of a friend’s father in India, as local women fell at my friend’s feet to acknowledge profound sorrow. 

Mary’s statement was similar in wording to Martha’s, but it conveyed a different tone. Both sisters firmly 
believed that if Jesus had been present, their brother would not have died. However, while Martha appeared more 
confrontational, Mary spoke with frank sadness. Use of the appellation Lord set the tone for her comment. The 
Greek term here could be translated as “Sir.” However, Mary’s relationship with Jesus and her faith in Him more 
accurately renders this word along the lines of “Master.”  

Verses 33-35 
33 When Jesus saw her weeping, and the Jews who had come along with her also weeping, he was deeply moved 
in spirit and troubled. 34 “Where have you laid him?” he asked. “Come and see, Lord,” they replied. 35 Jesus 
wept. 
 
Our Savior feels our pain. As Jesus saw her (Mary) weeping, He recognized the deep loss she felt. The text 
doesn’t say if Martha cried, though it is reasonable to believe she did. Jesus also observed the Jews who had come 
along with her. Likely, these were not professional mourners but friends who came to comfort Mary and Martha 
(John 11:19). The English term weeping does not reflect the full intensity of wailing and crying.   

Jesus was deeply moved in spirit and troubled. The phrase deeply moved can also be translated “groaned” 
(KJV), while troubled translates a word meaning “to stir up.” Both express strong emotions. Taken together, they 
reflect the intensity of Jesus’s response. Some translations indicate Jesus experienced anger or indignation.  

John’s reference to Jesus experiencing these emotions in the spirit did not mean the Holy Spirit as the third 
person of the Trinity. In this case, the word pointed to Christ’s inner being. Also, a few scholars argue that Jesus 
reacted to the mourners rather than to Lazarus’s death since He knew He would raise His friend from the tomb. 
Other writers believe Jesus was grieved by the suffering that resulted from human sin at the fall.  

Although in His divine omniscience Jesus knew what lay before Him, He nonetheless asked them, “Where 
have you laid him?” One way to help distraught people gain control over their emotions is to raise a cognitive 
question or request some type of physical action. Jesus asked the question not of the comforters but the sisters. 
Together, Martha and Mary invited Him to come and see.  

The shortest verse in the Bible (v. 35) is also the most poignant: Jesus wept. The term wept here differs from 
the wailing of the mourners described in verse 33. Jesus’s tears were the natural expression of a caring heart. 
Students of the Scriptures have debated why Jesus wept. One theory looks back to verse 33 and links Jesus’s tears 
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with the deep emotion He felt as He encountered the grieving crowd. Another view focuses on the mourners’ lack 
of faith.  

Some believe Jesus wept because He was about to call Lazarus back from Paradise, and His friend would have 
to die again in the future. Another possibility reminds us that Jesus was fully human as well as fully divine. 
Although He knew He would raise Lazarus, He experienced the normal grief response at the death of a  
dear friend.  

Whatever the case, Jesus’s emotional display endears Him to us because He identified with us in our pain—to 
weep with those who weep (Rom. 12:15). As the writer of Hebrews pointed out, He experienced everything we 
experience in this life, but He did it without sinning (Heb. 4:15). In the context of Hebrews, the writer was 
referring specifically to temptation, but it is not a stretch to include grief and other emotions as well. 

Verses 36-37 
36 Then the Jews said, “See how he loved him!” 37 But some of them said, “Could not he who opened the eyes 
of the blind man have kept this man from dying?” 
 
This last interpretation of Jesus’s tears could find support in the initial understanding of the Jews who stood with 
Mary and Martha. They said, “See how he loved him!” Other commentators argue that this understanding only 
applied to the Jews’ opinion and was not intended to represent John’s thought. Yet, they were right. Jesus did love 
Lazarus greatly, so it would make sense that He felt sadness at this loss. 

In contrast, other observers on the scene raised different questions. They recalled how Jesus opened the eyes of 
the blind man. Obviously, Jesus possessed supernatural power to heal, so why could He not have kept this man 
from dying? Their issue was not one of ability but of care. If Jesus could have prevented Lazarus’s death, why 
didn’t He? Believers today sometimes struggle with that same question when they or their loved ones  
experience tragedy.  

Jesus understands the hurts of humanity. He not only comprehends our pain, but He also goes further and does 
something about it. Sometimes He heals and restores those who are suffering; even when His purpose does not 
eliminate the source of pain, He grants individuals grace and strength in the midst of suffering. Through it all, His 
love and presence are constant and dependable. 

(In PSG, p. 122) How does Jesus’s emotional response help us approach Him with our hurts and pains?  

BELIEVE (JOHN 11:38-40) 

Verse 38 
38 Jesus, once more deeply moved, came to the tomb. It was a cave with a stone laid across the entrance. 
 
As Jesus came to the tomb, Mary and Martha must have wondered what Jesus would do. They had seen Him weep 
with them and knew He loved them and their brother. Onlookers may have whispered among themselves as they 
watched the scene. The previous verse notes their mixed feelings about Jesus’s intention and abilities.  

Meanwhile, Jesus was once more deeply moved. This phrase used the identical wording as verse 33, except 
this time Jesus experienced this strong emotion in Himself as opposed to in His spirit. In terms of interpretation, 
though, the inference is the same. Jesus was wrestling with deep emotions, and He continued to express the 
exasperation that began when He encountered the mourners. The verb form connotes ongoing action. The 
mourners’ presence, as well as Martha’s continued skepticism, produced an emotional response as the Lord 
prepared to act. 

Lazarus’s tomb was like many burial sites of the day: It was a cave. Often, people dug a cave into the side of a 
hill or small mountain, creating space for one or more bodies. In front of the opening, a stone laid across the 
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entrance. The term for stone differs from what we normally think of as a large round rock. This stone was shaped 
into a wheel-like instrument that could be rolled onto the face of the cave, closing the tomb. 

Verses 39-40  
39 “Take away the stone,” he said. “But, Lord,” said Martha, the sister of the dead man, “by this time there is a 
bad odor, for he has been there four days.” 40 Then Jesus said, “Did I not tell you that if you believe, you will 
see the glory of God?” 
 
Unlike the discussion between the women who approached Jesus’s tomb on Easter, no question was asked about 
who would roll away the stone to access the tomb of Lazarus. Jesus simply said, “Take away the stone.” His 
disciples and others in the crowd could handle the task. The issue for Martha, though, was more practical. 

It may seem unnecessary to identify Martha as the sister of the dead man, but John did so to emphasize her 
position in Lazarus’s family. She may have been the older sister, and in other biblical scenes, she took a leading 
role in her household (Luke 10:38). True to her nature, Martha spoke up.  

In her defense, Martha had good reason to raise concerns about the odor of bodily decay since Lazarus had 
been dead four days. Jewish burial practices did not include embalming but employed fragrant spices and 
ointments that were applied to the body. Some scholars suggest the family had not employed these preparations 
because of the illness that took Lazarus’s life. Regardless, after four days, a corpse would have begun to stink. 
Already traumatized by Lazarus’s death, Martha resisted the prospect of being assaulted by the smell  
of decomposition.  

Her reaction, however, contradicted her earlier expression of faith in Jesus as the Son of God (John 11:27). 
She believed Jesus could ask the Father to intervene in the situation, but when faced with the reality of Lazarus’s 
tomb, Martha hesitated. Jesus gently reminded her that she will see the glory of God, as long as she would believe. 

The conditional statement beginning with if is tied to the intentional action of belief, which results in the 
blessing of witnessing God’s glory. Before coming to Bethany, Jesus told His disciples that Lazarus’s illness 
would reveal the glory of God and, in doing so, would also glorify the Son (John 11:4). The time had come for 
that glory to be revealed. 

Martha’s faith should have rested solely on Jesus’s word: Did I not tell you. Often, we only have the Word of 
God to carry us through the day, but that is enough. Martha was acting on human rationale rather than trusting the 
power of Jesus. 

(In PSG, p. 123) In what ways has God’s Word helped you follow His will even when you didn’t understand 
it?  

RETURNED (JOHN 11:41-46) 

Verses 41-42 
41 So they took away the stone. Then Jesus looked up and said, “Father, I thank you that you have heard me. 42 I 
knew that you always hear me, but I said this for the benefit of the people standing here, that they may believe 
that you sent me.” 
 
Unspoken acceptance quietly submits to authority and truth. While Martha did not verbally instruct the men to 
obey Jesus, she accepted His word and yielded her objection. The phrase so they took away the stone suggests 
their action was based on Jesus’s command and Martha’s assent.  

Before the opened tomb, Jesus looked up and prayed. We do not have to rationalize God the Son addressing 
His Father. In His humanity Jesus consistently submitted to the Father (John 6:38; Phil. 2:6-11). As the crowd 
watched, Jesus thanked the Father that you have heard me. The tense of the verb heard indicates Jesus had already 
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spoken to God about Lazarus, possibly during the days of delay before coming to Bethany. He was acting within 
the purpose for which He had been sent. 

Most often, Jesus prayed privately. In this instance, He prayed aloud for the benefit of the people standing 
here. Jesus wanted the people to associate the raising of Lazarus with faith in Him as Messiah. His purpose was to 
motivate the people to believe the Father had sent Him. Some of these people had seen—or at least heard about—
Jesus’s miracles of healing. Seeing a man raised from the tomb was a different matter. 

Verses 43-44 
43 When he had said this, Jesus called in a loud voice, “Lazarus, come out!” 44 The dead man came out, his 
hands and feet wrapped with strips of linen, and a cloth around his face.  Jesus said to them, “Take off the grave 
clothes and let him go.” 
 
Following His prayer, Jesus called in a loud voice. Some commentators believe Jesus raised His voice so the 
crowd could hear Him. Others say it was a shout of victory over death. In either case, with unmistakable authority, 
Jesus commanded, “Lazarus, come out!” He did not go into the tomb. He needed only to speak the word, and 
death surrendered to life. Jesus also addressed Lazarus specifically and personally.  

Lazarus returned to life at the moment he heard Christ calling. Imagine the emotions of Mary and Martha as 
the dead man came out. In reality, Lazarus was no longer dead at all, but he was still bound hand and foot and his 
face was wrapped with . . . a cloth. His body had been prepared for death in a manner typical to Jewish tradition. 
Neither embalmed nor laid in a casket, dead bodies were wrapped in linen strips that secured a large cloth around 
the body. The face was covered with a cloth. When Jesus was buried, His body was prepared similarly  
(John 20:5-7).  

Lazarus obviously had difficulty moving, so Jesus commanded the amazed onlookers to take off the grave 
clothes and let him go. Once released from the restraints, Lazarus would be free from the last vestige of death. 

Verses 45-46 
45 Therefore many of the Jews who had come to visit Mary, and had seen what Jesus did, believed in him. 46 But 
some of them went to the Pharisees and told them what Jesus had done. 
 
Therefore links what just happened with the result that followed. Because they witnessed Jesus’s power, many of 
the Jews . . . believed in him. These people are identified by two qualities: they had come to visit Mary and they 
had seen what Jesus did. These were Mary’s friends who had come to comfort her. Because they chose to show 
kindness to their friend, they were on hand to witness Jesus’s raising of Lazarus and subsequently believed  
in Him. 

The contrasting conjunction but indicates not everyone present became believers. Some of them, that is some 
who saw Lazarus exit the tomb, went to the Pharisees. We are not told their motives for telling the Pharisees what 
Jesus had done. At best, they wanted the people who had threatened Jesus to know about His power to raise the 
dead. At worst, although acquainted with Mary and Martha, they were more concerned with maintaining favor 
with their religious leaders.  

Subsequent verses emphasize the result of their actions as the Pharisees and others intensified their efforts to 
kill Jesus and even Lazarus, who was a living testimony to Jesus’s power (John 12:10-11). 

Believers can approach God knowing that He hears them. In his first epistle, John wrote how we have 
confidence that God hears us as we pray within His will (1 John 5:14). In Christ, we have become children of the 
Father. Like a loving parent, our heavenly Father loves to hear us talk to Him. Our prayers never go unheeded, 
which should motivate us to pray even more. 

(In PSG, p. 124) How do we know that God hears us when we pray?   
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KEY DOCTRINE 
Salvation 
Faith is the acceptance of Jesus Christ and commitment of the entire personality to Him as Lord and Savior. 
(See Proverbs 3:5-6; Romans 1:17.) 
 
BIBLE SKILL 
Compare similar events in Scripture. 
Compare Jesus’s reaction when He raised two other persons from the dead: Mark 5:21-43; Luke 7:11-17. Why 
was His response different in the case of Lazarus’s death? Read Luke 19:41-44. In what ways was Jesus’s 
lamentation over Jerusalem different from His weeping at the tomb of Lazarus? 


