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S E S S I O N  1 0  
I Am the Light 

Jesus offers grace and forgiveness to all who repent and believe in Him. 

JOHN 8:3-18  
MEMORY VERSE: JOHN 8:12 

FIRST THOUGHTS 

Mammoth Cave in south-central Kentucky is the largest known cave system in the world. The mapped system 
covers 420 miles. During guided tours, guests are given the opportunity to experience complete darkness. The 
Bible compares our sin-filled world to living in darkness. Just like turning on the lights provides comfort and 
direction when in a cave, Jesus provides light in our world. He brings hope and assurance to anyone who will 
receive Him. 

(In PSG, p. 91) What is the darkest place you’ve ever been in? What emotions did you experience? 

UNDERSTAND THE CONTEXT 

JOHN 8:1-59 
A telling difference exists between the last verse of John 7 and the first verse of John 8. After the confrontation at 
the temple, the Pharisees went to their houses, and Jesus went to the Mount of Olives on the east side of 
Jerusalem. While He may have spent the night with friends in a nearby town, Jesus often spent entire nights 
praying in the garden of Gethsemane on the slopes of that famous mountain.  

Jesus’s spiritual preparation was needed the following morning as He returned to the temple and continued 
teaching near the treasury. Hoping to trap Him in an ethical dilemma, the religious leaders brought a woman who 
had been caught in the act of adultery. Demanding He say what should be done with her, these hypocrites were not 
interested in justice. They simply wanted to diminish Jesus in the eyes of the people. Confronting the Pharisees’ 
insincerity, Jesus showed compassion toward the woman. At the same time, He warned her to sin no more. He 
exemplified the Father’s mercy and righteousness. 

After the woman’s accusers silently slipped away in shame, Jesus turned back to the crowd that had been 
listening to His teaching. When He declared Himself to be the Light of the world, the remaining Pharisees 
attacked Him more directly. By their traditions, anyone who testified about himself could not be trusted. Jesus 
repeated the validation of the Father and demonstrated that these self-righteous judges lacked a basic knowledge 
of God. 

The scene led Jesus to reflect aloud on the day when He would leave them, and they would not be able to find 
Him. The Jewish leaders couldn’t comprehend this mysterious prophecy of His crucifixion, resurrection, and 
ascension. Worldly attitudes robbed them of spiritual understanding. Even some of the people who had begun to 
believe in Him were perplexed at His claim to offer truth that could set them free. 

The Jews appealed to their heritage as Abraham’s descendants, while casting a thinly veiled aspersion on 
Jesus’s parentage. Jesus responded that Abraham had been given a vision of the Messiah and rejoiced. He went 
further and claimed to be the Anointed One that Abraham had anticipated. In doing so, Jesus employed the phrase 
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“I am” that was uniquely associated with the name of God. Furious, the people took up stones to kill Him, but 
Jesus left without injury because His time had not arrived. 

EXPLORE THE TEXT 

TRAPPED (JOHN 8:3-6) 

Verse 3 
3 The teachers of the law and the Pharisees brought in a woman caught in adultery. They made her stand before 
the group 
 
Hypocrisy often disguises itself as moral self-righteousness. When Jesus returned to teach in the temple complex, 
the teachers of the law and Pharisees sought to set a trap for Him. Their bait involved a woman caught in 
adultery. This term caught translates a word meaning “to seize.” It portrays an arrest involving some measure of 
force. Someone, perhaps the woman’s husband, had caught her in the very act of immorality. The leaders who 
brought her to Jesus perpetrated a worse immorality because they were not really interested in the Mosaic law. 
They merely wanted to ensnare Jesus in a no-win scenario.   

The law demanded capital penalties for the man and woman who committed adultery (Lev. 20:10). It is not 
clear why they only brought the woman to Jesus. The phrase made her stand before the group suggests the scribes 
and Pharisees placed the woman between Jesus and the people who were listening to Him. Not only had they 
omitted the man’s culpability, but they also showed disdain for God’s house by bringing the accused woman into 
the temple complex.  

Verse 4 
4 and said to Jesus, “Teacher, this woman was caught in the act of adultery. 
 
Forms of address reveal much about the people’s attitude toward Jesus. In this case, instead of “rabbi” or 
“master,” the Jewish leaders referred to Jesus simply as teacher. The term means someone who offers instruction. 
Certainly, Jesus was teaching in the temple, but He was much more than a pedagogue. Their use of this title also 
emphasized His responsibility for the Scriptures He was expounding. 

Speaking to Jesus, but playing to the crowd, the scribes and Pharisees introduced the situation. They did not 
speak the accused’s name, but they referred to her as this woman. They also did not say who caught the woman in 
the act of adultery, even though witnesses should have been present to make a lawful accusation.  

Verses 5-6 
5 In the Law Moses commanded us to stone such women. Now what do you say?” 6 They were using this ques-
tion as a trap, in order to have a basis for accusing him. But Jesus bent down and started to write on the ground 
with his finger. 
 
The leaders further revealed their insincerity by demanding Jesus pronounce judgment on the woman. He was not 
in the position of judge, yet they posed a question of legal judgment. They correctly identified the Law in which 
Moses commanded the people to stone anyone caught in adultery. The penalty of stoning specifically applied to a 
betrothed woman as opposed to a married person (Deut. 22:23-24). These hypocrites focused only on such 
women, refusing to hold the man responsible. 

By asking, what do you say, the scribes and Pharisees tried to force Jesus either to validate their interpretation 
of the Mosaic law or to ignore the woman’s moral guilt. The scribes were supposed to be experts in interpreting, 
teaching, and applying the law. Their presence likely was intended to lend weight to the question. 
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John interjected his observation about the religious leaders’ intentions. They had asked for Jesus’s opinion so 
they had a basis for accusing him. If Jesus agreed the woman should be stoned, many would have condemned 
Him for callousness. He also may have caught the attention of the Romans, who reserved the right to carry out 
capital punishment. If He disagreed, others would accuse Him of denying the law.  

Jesus did not play their game. Instead, He simply bent down and started to write on the ground with his finger. 
The dust-covered courtyard provided a simple writing tablet as Jesus traced words in the dirt. John did not reveal 
what He wrote, but the effect of His action was profound. 

Believers must be aware of the traps of judging others. We not only recognize our personal culpability, but we 
also must admit our lack of spiritual authority to condemn others. As advised in Galatians 6:1, we should remain 
humble and seek to restore people who have been overcome in a fault.  

(In PSG, p. 94) How does self-righteousness get in the way of grace? 

FREED (JOHN 8:7-11) 

Verses 7-8 
7 When they kept on questioning him, he straightened up and said to them, “Let any one of you who is without 
sin be the first to throw a stone at her.” 8 Again he stooped down and wrote on the ground. 
 
Ignoring whatever Jesus was writing, the leaders kept on questioning him. Badgering a witness is a typical tactic 
when a prosecutor does not get a desired response. The scribes and Pharisees took Jesus’s silence as a sign of 
vulnerability. They continued pestering Him with the intention of dishonoring Him before the people. 

Finally, Jesus straightened up. While teaching, He sat in the position most usually assumed by rabbis. 
Responding to the accusers, Jesus stooped to write. At this point, He stood facing them eye to eye, undaunted and 
unafraid. Breaking His silence, Jesus directed His response not to the crowd but to the religious leaders and 
witnesses who brought the woman to Him. 

With wisdom greater than Solomon, Jesus insisted, “Let any one of you who is without sin be the first to throw 
a stone at her.” Scripture required the witnesses to a capital crime should be the first to lay their hands on the 
accused (Deut. 17:7). Disarming the blood-thirsty mob with a single sentence, Jesus accomplished two objectives. 
First, He did not deny the defendant’s guilt or ignore Moses’s commands. Second, He placed responsibility for 
self-examination on the plaintiffs. They had permission to carry out the sentence but only if they were not under 
condemnation for their own sins. 

Having delivered His judgment, Jesus stooped down, leaving them to consider what He had said. Silence fell 
over the crowd as Jesus wrote on the ground. Tradition claims He listed the names and sins of the hypocritical 
leaders. Other scholars suggest He may have drawn characters in the dust. We cannot know for sure, but Jesus’s 
words and actions pierced the woman’s accusers to the heart. 

Verses 9-11 
9 At this, those who heard began to go away one at a time, the older ones first, until only Jesus was left, with the 
woman still standing there. 10 Jesus straightened up and asked her, “Woman, where are they? Has no one con-
demned you?” 11 “No one, sir,” she said. “Then neither do I condemn you,” Jesus declared. “Go now and leave 
your life of sin.” 
 
The phrase those who heard emphasizes that what Jesus said, more than what He wrote, convicted the watchers. 
Without a word in defense, they went away one at a time. The KJV indicates they were condemned by their own 
consciences. Shamed by the knowledge of personal liability, they had nothing to say in response. The fact that 
they exited individually shows how the Holy Spirit convicts each person. Scholars reason that the older ones 
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recognized their greater guilt and, consequently, left first. As their elders departed, the younger men followed until 
only Jesus was left.  

The woman remained standing there, suggesting the original crowd of listeners remained while the woman’s 
accusers departed. This time, Jesus straightened up not in the posture of judge, but as an advocate. Likewise, 
when we do wrong, Jesus serves as our advocate (1 John 2:1). Addressing the accused as woman, Jesus was not 
being derogatory or negative. The word was often used as a polite reference to an adult female.  

Asking where are they, Jesus clearly meant those persons who had seized and accused her. He knew the 
answer, but He wanted the woman to recognize no one was left to denounce her. The question has no one 
condemned you made her realize that she remained without a guilty verdict against her. The men who had been 
determined to put her to death had vacated the area and abandoned their right to condemn. The term “condemn” 
involves both invoking a sentence and executing its penalty.  

While the accusers contemptuously addressed Jesus as “teacher,” the woman called Him sir. The word 
conveys recognition of a superior, if not a personal master. She answered “no one.”  

According to the law, a person could not be put to death without the testimony of multiple witnesses (Deut. 
19:15). Of course, as the sinless Son of God, Jesus could have convicted her and taken up the first stone. But He 
was interested in redemption, not condemnation (John 3:17). 

At the same time, Jesus did not merely excuse the woman’s sin. By telling her to leave your life of sin, Jesus 
accomplished two purposes. First, He acknowledged that she had sinned. Forgiveness does not mean the absence 
of sin but setting aside its penalty through Christ’s atonement. Second, the tense of the verb forms a present 
imperative. In other words, Jesus commanded her not to continue in sin and released her to live in freedom. 

Believers should seek to be agents of God’s forgiveness. We lack the authority to absolve people of sin, but 
we can introduce them to Jesus. Through Him, they can begin anew, free from the bonds of sin. 

(In PSG, p. 96) Why is it easier to point out other people’s sins than deal with our own?  

SHINING (JOHN 8:12-18) 

Verse 12 
12 When Jesus spoke again to the people, he said, “I am the light of the world. Whoever follows me will never 
walk in darkness, but will have the light of life.” 
 
As the woman departed, the original audience remained and Jesus spoke again to the people. Having witnessed 
the extraordinary proceedings between Jesus, the woman, and the religious leaders, they must have been eager to 
hear what He would say next. Jesus declared, “I am the light of the world.” In doing so, He incorporated several 
important concepts. First, by using I am, Jesus issued a claim. He linked Himself to God’s identity as the great I 
AM (Ex. 3:14). In doing so, Jesus claimed equality with God the Father.  

Second, Jesus was the light of the world. In one sense, His presence exposes sins, such as the hypocrisy of the 
religious leaders and the immorality of the adulterous woman. On a more positive note, Jesus illuminates the path 
of whoever follows Him. Not only is His Word a lamp and a light for us (Ps. 119:105), but Jesus Himself also 
lights our way. And, since He is the light, we will never walk in darkness. This statement does not imply sinless 
perfection, but it does promise that believers can always discern what’s right even if they don’t choose it.  

In Jesus, we have the light of life. Some scholars translate this phrase as “the light that is life” or “the light that 
produces spiritual life.” However, the syntax more accurately refers to how Jesus illuminates godly living.  

Verses 13-14 
13 The Pharisees challenged him, “Here you are, appearing as your own witness; your testimony is not valid.”  
14 Jesus answered, “Even if I testify on my own behalf, my testimony is valid, for I know where I came from 
and where I am going. But you have no idea where I come from or where I am going. 



© 2022 Lifeway. Reproduction or redistribution is prohibited without the express written consent of Lifeway 
Christian Resources, 200 Powell Place, Suite 100, Brentwood, TN 37027-7707. 

 
Some of the religious leaders must have been present in Jesus’s original audience and felt compelled to challenge 
His statement, particularly having witnessed the embarrassing departure of their peers. They accused Jesus of 
appearing as your own witness. This point was previously discussed in the scene recorded in John 5. 

The primary arguments against self-testimony relate to the law’s requirement of two or three witnesses (Deut. 
17:6). Rabbinical teaching specifically prohibited someone from giving testimony about himself. Therefore, the 
Pharisees claimed that Jesus’s witness was not valid. When people are unable to refute truth, they attack the truth 
teller. These Pharisees would not be the last unbelievers to question Jesus’s credibility. 

In response, Jesus insisted that His testimony is valid even if He did testify about Himself. The validity of His 
statement rested in His confidence regarding where He came from and where He was going. Jesus was referring to 
His divine origin and His heavenly destination. He contrasted this knowledge with the spiritual ignorance of the 
Pharisees. They did not understand His true nature or purpose.  

Verses 15-18 
15 You judge by human standards; I pass judgment on no one. 16 But if I do judge, my decisions are true, be-
cause I am not alone. I stand with the Father, who sent me. 17 In your own Law it is written that the testimony of 
two witnesses is true. 18 I am one who testifies for myself; my other witness is the Father, who sent me.” 
 
Because the Pharisees based their judgments on human standards, they could not comprehend spiritual matters. 
Their judgment was faulty because it was flawed by sin. These leaders claimed superior religious knowledge that 
gave them the right to judge others. In contrast, Jesus refused to judge anyone.  

The term judge can refer to an evaluation of facts and condemnation because of guilt. The case of the 
adulterous woman demonstrated the difference between Jesus’s approach to judgment and that of the Pharisees. 
But even if Jesus did judge, His decisions are true. The term Jesus employed for true means unconcealed or 
factually accurate. Unlike the claims of the hypocritical Pharisees, Jesus spoke with clarity and authenticity.  

Jesus was not alone in His judgment. Because He was one with the Father, the judgment of the Godhead was 
valid. A second support for His legitimacy rested in His faithfulness to the will of the One who sent Him. As such, 
Jesus spoke as one with the Father and for the Father.  

Jesus reminded His opponents that the Law affirmed the testimony of two witnesses. As noted, no one could be 
condemned without two or more witnesses (Deut. 19:15). Later, the New Testament repeated the requirement of 
two or three persons to establish a matter of church discipline (Matt. 18:16) or spiritual fact (2 Cor. 13:1).  

Jesus did not think it inappropriate that He was one who testifies for myself because the Father also bears 
witness about me. His repeated reference to the Father sending Him was vital. Although completely divine, Jesus 
was also completely human. His testimony was valid because, as God, He could not lie. His words also were 
dependable because they were in total agreement with the word of the Father.  

Believers can testify with confidence that Jesus offers forgiveness. He is the Light of the world, illuminating 
the truth regarding our sin and His ability to save. He enables believers to live in His light through His Holy Spirit. 
Forgiven by His grace, we can walk in His light. 

(In PSG, p. 98) How do we know that Jesus can be trusted for telling the truth?  

 

KEY DOCTRINE 
Man 
Only the grace of God can bring man into His holy fellowship and enable man to fulfill the creative purpose of 
God. (See Psalm 32:1-5; 1 Corinthians 15:21-22.) 
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BIBLE SKILL 
Identify the imagery in a verse or passage and discover what it communicates. 
Review John 1:4-5. Contrast Jesus’s statements about the light of the world in John 8:12 and 9:5. Since Jesus is 
the Light of the world, what did He mean when He said that His disciples are “the light of the world” (Matt. 
5:14)? How did the apostle Paul add to this concept in Philippians 2:15? How can we shine the light of Christ’s 
gospel on an unbelieving world (2 Cor. 4:4)? 


